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Logline

I'm chasing a ghost.
I see her everywhere, through the windows 
of the houses, along the alleys of a 
burning Colombo. She is omnipresent and 
never familiar.
She is the actress of my film. She has 
disappeared.
And I'm chasing her.

Synopsis

The investigation of the murder of a woman, whose headless body was 
found in an abandoned suitcase in a Colombo parking lot, is the 
subject of the new film by a Sri Lankan director who has moved to Italy 
for many years. Determined to continue the research on the crime (the 
real murderer is still at large and the victim has not yet been identified) 
and to meet Yureni Nicolas, a promising young actress who could play 
the role of the protagonist, the director leaves for Colombo. 

Sri Lanka is on the verge of bankruptcy and the city is in turmoil, 
paralyzed by constant blackouts, protests and endless queues to buy 
rice and petrol.

Despite all the plans he had made, he couldn't contact Yureni after 
arriving in Sri Lanka.
She doesn’t come to the previously arranged meeting. And she doesn’t 
even answer her phone when the director repeatedly tries to call. 
She seems to have disappeared into thin air. 

The director sets out on her trail. From the suburbs, where the actress 
lives with her mother, to the protests, to film sets and nightclubs, 
the director confronts the contradictions of a collapsing society. 
The grandiose Chinese projects that want to insert the country in the 
New Silk Road have done nothing but throw the island into a black 
hole that devours the hopes of the people. Protests explode among 
empty skyscrapers, abandoned construction sites, billboards adverti-
sing a future of well-being. Opposite to the epicenter of protests, 
construction sites in Port City, a futuristic Chinese-owned city, 
are proceeding slowly.

As the situation deteriorates, the director is increasingly obsessed with 
the case of the headless woman and the search for Yureni…
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Visual notes
The barriers set up by the police Tear gas The majestic buildingsThe police is awaiting

Everything talks to me about her The city under construction The protests continueSpaces of noir

Everything suggests the plot Eternal wait Everything talks to me about herSlow building times

A dark place of schizophrenia Night shadows People know somethingSlow building times
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Work method
Colombo. In March 2021, a suitcase with the headless body of a 
woman was found in a car parking. A few days later the killer, a married 
policeman with two children, hanged himself in a forest near his house. 
The woman's head was never found.
I decided to make a film inspired by this crime, a real metaphor of the 
violence perpetrated against the country at the hands of a corrupt and 
violent power.

Investigating this crime of passion also allowed me to face taboo 
themes as desire and forbidden eros in a strongly repressed society 
like the Sri Lankan one.

I left for Colombo to look for the leading actress and found myself in 
the midst of the worst financial crisis since the independence from the 
United Kingdom. The country is throttled by debts and corruption. 
Everywhere endless queues in front of the supermarkets, petrol 
stations and pharmacies; public transport stopped, due to a lack of 
fuel; hospitals are in crisis and the demonstrations, violent. The crisis 
has violently unmasked the contradictions of a country prey to the 
schizophrenia of modernity. A country on which the Rajapaksa clan, in 
power for more than twenty years, has imposed an artificial reset of 
thought, blurring logic and erasing memory.

I started by filming what was happening on the streets. Everyone 
around me was filming with their cell phones. Every day a multifaceted 
and multi-device collective narrative was created, where fake news 
dominated as much as real news.

Can an image of a documentary be a pure representation of the truth 
as we like it to believe? Can any image represent the absolute truth of 
any moment?

I felt the need to find a precise point of view to tell the crisis. I created a 
noir narrative framework, transforming the search for a missing actress 
into an investigation into a country on the brink. 

I filmed what was happening in the streets of Colombo, with particular 
attention to the contrast between light and shadow and to the powerful 
soundscape created by the protests.
An experimental and psychedelic use of archivial materials (from TV, 
internet, radio, public and private archives) will allow me to broaden my 
view by detaching myself from the news.

The voiceover of the director and the other characters will bring back 
voices, opinions, testimonies collected during the shooting and will 
help to compose a visual and sound portrait of a surreal country, lost 
between memory and modernity.
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Research material

The case of the woman 
in the suitcase

I heard for the first time about this murder in 
Milan, in the home of some Sri Lankan friends. 
A lady told me that she would never return to 
live in a country where a woman risked being 
beheaded and locked in a suitcase. She would 
sell her property and stay in Italy. According to 
her, that crime was the emblem of a country full 
of shadows, violence and corruption. Back 
home I started writing a story for a film.
 

Some external sources
https://island.lk/police-scour-kelani-river-for-missing-had-of-woman-decapitated-by-sub-inspector/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/03/01/cctv-headless-female-body-found-inside-traveling-bag/
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_21A/Mar04_1614836427CH.php
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Noir fantasies



Research material

The narration of 
the crisis

While I was looking for the actress for my film, I 
found myself in the epicenter of the crisis.
Everywhere queues in front of gas stations, 
queues for gas, protests, demonstrations of 
violence. Everything is saturated with anger, 
utopia, fantasies. I shoot with my camera while 
everyone around me is recording with their cell 
phones. Day after day, a multifaceted and 
multi-device narrative is created. Fake news 
dominates as much as real news. Legends and 
fantasies mix with the news.

Some external sources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h06RuK_DFoU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmAPba-Xtl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5JzhEEoJx8
https://www.facebook.com/586850184/videos/3266905263540753
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y2ZwXokewo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBoYulddJ_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUcUyyvimio
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1086807355566230
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news_videos/Army-stand-guard-in-Colombo/449-236807
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Demonstrations and queues for petrol
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Research material

The Rajapaksa Clan 
and
epic cinema

The Rajapaksa clan is an octopus with long 
tentacles that has been suffocating the country 
for twenty years. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
nicknamed Terminator and his brother Mahinda 
control 75% of the government budget and are 
the emblem of a blind and corrupt power that 
does not want to leave and has imposed an 
artificial reset of thought, blurring logic and 
erasing memory. .
In order to build a narration of the origin of  
the Sinhala-Buddhist identity and glorify the 
victory over the Tamil Tigers, from 2009 the 
Rajapaskas have commissioned a lot of epic 
movies.
Great sets, important actors, thousands of 
extras, postcard locations, disproportionate 
budgets for films distributed in the country only. 
Directors rush to make films and survive, giving 
life to a crazy, distorted and corrupt film system.
 

Some external sources
https://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/2014/02/06/sri-lanka-cinema-surveillance-and-survival/
https://www.timeout.com/sri-lanka/film/aloko-udapadi#:~:text=It%20was%20a%20time%20when,of%20courage%20and%20national%20pride.
https://roar.media/english/life/culture-identities/aloko-udapadi-masterpiece-or-dud

Epic film trailers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxRQ-1yfHBU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTNaA-c4KiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IshUvEvT5kQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICECgxqqhXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpDcn921SD4
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The president's clan designed by protest artists

Goodbye, 
Lotus Club



Caricatures, masks during the demonstrations
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Re-wring the great history
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Research material

The Chinese tentacles 
and the New Silk Road
The country is crushed by debt to China, which 
in ten years has lent five billion dollars for a 
series of infrastructure projects including the 
Southern Highway, the Outer Circular Highway, 
Mattala International Airport and the Port of 
Hambantota. The government had to sell the 
latter for 99 years to the China Merchants Port 
Company part of the China Merchants Group 
(CMG) conglomerate, a Hong Kong-based 
state-owned enterprise which, like all state-ow-
ned companies, is under the direct supervision 
of the Commission for the supervision and 
administration of state assets of the State 
Council (SASAC), and therefore to the directives 
of the Communist Party of China.

Port City
Port City, the new Asian Dubai, a financial city 
under the ZES regime, which should be comple-
ted in 2040: an integral part of the New Silk 
Road, for now it is only an artificial island of 
sand stolen from the ocean. Built on behalf of 
China Harbor Engineering Company, a subsi-
diary of China Communications Construction 
Company, this land will become a smart city with 
casinos, water parks, luxury apartments, 5-star 
hotels, a marina, a golf club, a financial district 
and a racing circuit for Formula One.
The construction site inaugurated in 2014 has 
dragged on for years. Blocked by the pandemic, 
until a few weeks ago it welcomed families on a 
trip or young couples who dreamed of an 
apartment in Asian Dubai. The president's son 
used to organize rallies and private parties. Now 
it's all deserted. Some workers drag themselves 
listlessly around machinery that seems to have 
stood still for millennia.

Some external sources
https://www.portcitycolombo.lk/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59993386
https://www.business-standard.com/article/internatio-
nal/port-city-colombo-the-great-chinese-white-elephant-of-sri-lanka-122041400365_1.html
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New dreams



Research material

The Niwella 
submarine gallery

Surreal ocean

The sunken buses

Some external sources
https://news.navy.lk/eventnews/2021/04/10/202104100830/

Some external sources
https://www.newswire.lk/2021/02/27/old-sltb-buses-to-become-home-for-marine-life-in-galle-video/
https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/next-stop-the-se-
a-sri-lankas-old-buses-are-being-converted-into-new-homes-for-marine-life
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svMwqhFMGFg
https://www.facebook.com/pearlprotectors/posts/810911609733631
https://news.mongabay.com/2021/07/next-stop-the-sea-sri-lankas-old-buses-are-a-new-home-for-marine-life/
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Visual presentation

Link
https://bit.ly/3NnJ5DJ
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